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of his career. Thus the late Emperor Frederick, prior
to his accession to the throne, but long after his mar-
riage, was sentenced to several weeks* detention in his
palace under strict arrest, as a punishment for a little joke
which he had played during the course of a military in-
spection.
He had been protesting for a long time against the tight-
ness of the uniforms, and of the belts of the rank and file
of the infantry, declaring that it impeded the movements
and play of the muscles of the men, to such an extent as to
deprive them of more than fifty per cent, of their use-
fulness. One day, during an inspection of the division of
guards at Potsdam, while the troops happened to be stand-
ing at ease, he walked along the front rank of the first regi-
ment, accompanied by a number of officers, with whom he
had just been discussing this very question of equipment;
suddenly, he stopped short in his walk, and extracting
a piece of gold from his pocket, dropped it on the ground,
and told the men nearest him to pick it up, adding that
whoever got hold of it first, might keep it! Several
of them made frantic attempts to bend down in order
to get the money, but so tight were their uniforms and
belts that they found it absolutely impossible to reach the
coin, which Emperor Frederick ultimately picked up him-
self, and handed to them.
"And how do you expect to win battles with soldiers
hampered to such an extent as that in their movements ? ''
he exclaimed contemptuously to the officers around him.
" What greater demonstration than this is needed to prove
the justice of my argument?''
The incident was reported to the then Minister of War,
who immediately lodged a complaint with Frederick's
father, the result being that " Unser Fritz/' at that time

